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Luzenac Produces Talc for the World
With Sage MAS 500

The Luzenac Group is big—mining more 

than a quarter of the talc used around the 

world. Its North American division, Luzenac 

America, is big too, manufacturing half 

a million tons of talc a year at plants in 

Canada, the U.S., and Mexico. It therefore 

used a tier-one fi nancial system (JD Edwards, 

now PeopleSoft) on an IBM AS400 to 

manage its operations.

Numerous layered customizations made the 

legacy system complicated and unwieldy. 

It was easy to enter data, but hard to 

extract usable information. Plus the system 

was expensive to upgrade, and required 

dedicated IS and IT departments for support. 

Moving to Sage MAS 500 ERP

Roger Smith, vice president of fi nance 

and information technology, suspected 

that a midsized system might be a wise 

replacement. “We were spending way too 

much, even for a company our size,” he 

says. So he researched various industry-

leading options using three criteria.

“First, the new system had to address most 

of our needs out of the box,” explains Smith. 

“Second, we wanted existing customers to 

vouch that it wasn’t buggy. And third, we 

needed superior warehouse and inventory 

management capabilities. Sage MAS 500 

ERP stood out from its competitors on all 

counts, but particularly impressed us with its 

ability to manage inventory and segregate 

data by warehouse.”

Moving to Sage MAS 500 Inventory 
Integrity  

Luzenac America now uses Sage MAS 500 

for all core fi nancial applications, including 

general ledger, sales order, receivables, 

payables, and cash management. A 

Production Information Management 

System (PIMS), authored by Ironware 

CUSTOMER

Luzenac America, Inc.

INDUSTRY

Talc producer

LOCATION

Centennial, CO

Number of Locations

10

Number of Employees

450

SYSTEM

Sage MAS 500

Modules in Operation
n Accounts Payable
n Accounts Receivable
n Alerts
n Cash Management
n Customizer
n eExecutive
n Inventory Management
n Inventory Replishment
n Multicurrency Management
n Project Accounting
n Purchase Order
n Sales Order
n Microsoft FRx Professional

CHALLENGE

APrevious JD Edwards (now 
PeopleSoft) fi nancial system was 
infl exible, costly to maintain, and 
did not integrate with proprietary 
inventory management system. 

SOLUTION

Sage MAS 500 with full 
complement of fi nancial, 
distribution, and online modules 
has provided enterprise-wide 
information management  
and access.

RESULTS

Month-end closing process is
now done two days faster; Sage
MAS 500 does the same work 
as tier-one system for only 75 
percent of the cost; real-time 
inventory permits better  
strategic decisions.




